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PROPOSED INTERVIEW AGENDA 

Discuss the following proposed amendments and remarks. 

1 . (Previously Presented) A business process service debugger for remotely debugging a 
business process service, comprising: 

means for establishing a communications connection with a remote computer, wherein 
the remote computer is implementing the business process service; 

means for reading stored state information regarding events related to at least one 
business process implemented for the business process service; 

means for displaying a symbolic representation of the operation of the business process 
service based on the stored state information; and 

means for remotely debugging the business process service using the symbolic 
representation, cornmunications connection and stored state information. 

2. (Previously Presented) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein 
business processes and instances of the business process service other than those being debugged 
are not disrupted during debugging. 

3. (Previously Presented) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein the 
symbolic representation comprises a workflow of at least one business process in the business 
process service. 

4. (Previously Presented) The business process service debugger of claim 1, further 
comprising means for interacting with the business process service according to a user 
instruction. 
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5. (Original) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein the stored state 
information corresponds to a variable assignment within the business process service. 

6. (Previously Presented) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein the 
events are historical events that occurred prior to failure of the at least one business process. 

7. (Previously Presented) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein the 
stored state information corresponds to message flow data and an order in which run time 
components performed the one business process as a result of message processing. 

8. (Original) The business process service debugger of claim 1 , wherein said reading means 
further comprises means for reading stored business process service configuration information. 

9. (Previously Presented) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein the 
events are events that occur prior to an inserted breakpoint in the one business process. 

10. (Original) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein said debugging 
means comprises means for detecting a location where the instance is being processed. 

1 1. (Original) The business process service debugger of claim 1, wherein said debugging 
means comprises means for detecting a location where the instance state is being stored. 

12. (Currently Amended) A system for remotely debugging a distributed transactional 
application, comprising: 

a server configured to execute an instance of a business process service comprising a 
plurality of business processes, thereby generating runtime data; 
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a client computer configured to execute a debugging user interface (UI) process that 
establishes a communications connection with the server requests runtime data for at least one of 
the plurality of business processes, and generate s, based on the runtime data, a symbolic 
representation of the business service process showing any debugging break points specified by a 
user; and 

an interceptor for monitoring the runtime data and. when a specified break point is 
identified, causing the server to enter or leave a debugging state. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, further comprising a database for receiving the 
runtime data and for storing business process service state information. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 13, further comprising a display device for 
displaying the symbolic representation, and a user input device, wherein the input device is used 
to specify debugging break points. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 14, wherein the symbolic representation 
comprises a workflow representative of the program flow of the business process service. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 14, wherein the display device further 
displays data representative of a message flow of the business process service. 

17. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 14, wherein the symbolic representation is 
presented according to stored state information. 
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1 8 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 2, wherein a message box database is 
coupled between the server and client computer and is configured for communicating debugging 
requests from the client computer. 

19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 8, wherein the UI process comprises an 
application program interface for communicating with the message box database. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 8, further comprising a tracking database to 
receive business process service tracking information, wherein the UI process comprises a UI 
component for communicating with the tracking database. 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23 . (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the interceptor is a component of a computer 
language that provides stored state tracking information. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the UI process detects a location where the 
instance is being processed. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the UI process detects a location where the 
instance state is being stored. 

26. (Previously Presented) A method for debugging an instance of a business process service 
running on a remote computer, comprising: 
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generating for display, in a graphical user interface (GUI), a symbolic representation of 
the business process service based on a correlation of information about the design and execution 
of the business process service; 

receiving a debugging command generated by a user interacting with the GUI; 

establishing a direct client connection channel with the remote computer; 

causing an interceptor to monitor runtime data generated by the instance of the business 
process service in accordance with the debugging command; 

receiving a runtime request, generated by a user interacting with the GUI, for event 
information generated by execution of the instance of the business process service; 

sending the runtime request to the remote computer for processing by the remote 
computer. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

querying a database containing a status of the business process service; 

displaying a query result on a display device; 

receiving user input with respect to the query result; and 

establishing the direct client connection channel in response to the user input 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the information contained in the database is 
instance runtime data. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the information contained in the database is 
instance tracking data. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 
creating the business process service using a process designer; 
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saving a business process service configuration and symbolic data in a database as 
information about the design of the business process service; 

displaying the symbolic representation on a display device according to the saved 
business process service configuration and symbolic data; 

generating a runtime request based on the symbolic representation; and 

displaying a result of the runtime request on the display device. 

31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein the symbolic representation 
comprises a shape corresponding to an operation in the business process service. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein the symbolic representation 
comprises a workflow representation of the business process service. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the saving step takes place in connection 
with compiling and deploying the business process service. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the business process service is implemented 
in a computer language that provides stored state information. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the debugging command is a 
break point. 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the runtime data is state 
information. 
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38. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising detecting a location where the 
instance is being processed. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising detecting a location where an 
instance state is being stored. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method in a computer system for displaying on a display device 
a graphical debugging environment for a business process service, the method comprising: 

obtaining design information about the business process service; 

obtaining tracking information about execution of the business process service; 

generating a symbolic representation of the operation of the business process service 
according to the design information and tracking information; and 

displaying on the display device a graphical debugging environment showing the 
symbolic representation. 

41 . (Original) The method of claim 40, further comprising receiving runtime data for the 
business process service and presenting the runtime data on the display device. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , wherein the runtime data comprises 
historical message flow information including identification of run time messages that were 
constructed as a result of processing received messages, and further comprises order information 
pertaining to the order in which different run time components were executed as a result of 
processing received messages. 
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43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40, wherein the graphical debugging 
environment enables a user to place a breakpoint in the symbolic representation of the operation 
of the business process service. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40, the symbolic representation comprising 
symbols, wherein the graphical debugging environment also displays information about the 
symbols. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40, further comprising receiving input from 
an input device to place a break point proximate a symbol, and presenting a symbol representing 
the break point on the symbolic representation. 

46. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable storage medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method for debugging an instance of a business process 
service running on a remote computer, comprising: 

generating for display, in a graphical user interface (GUI), a symbolic representation of 
the business process service based on a correlation of information about the design and execution 
of the business process service; 

receiving a debugging command generated by a user interacting with the GUI; 

establishing a direct client connection channel with the remote computer; 

causing an interceptor to monitor runtime data generated by the instance of the business 
process service in accordance with the debugging command; 

receiving a runtime request; and 

sending the runtime request to the remote computer for processing by the remote 
computer. 
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47. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 46, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

querying a database containing a status of the business process service; 

displaying a query result on a display device; 

receiving user input with respect to the query result; and 

establishing the direct client connection channel in response to the user input 

48. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47, wherein the 
information contained in the database is instance runtime data. 

49. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47, wherein the 
information contained in the database is instance tracking data. 

50. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 46, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

creating the business process service using a process designer; 

saving business process service configuration data in a database as information about the 
design of the business process service; 

displaying the symbolic representation on a display device according to the saved 
business process service configuration data; 

generating a runtime request based on the symbolic representation; and 

displaying a result of the runtime request on the display device. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 50, wherein the 
symbolic representation comprises a shape corresponding to an operation in the business process 
service. 




Page 10 



tO-60:(ss-uiw) NOIlVana « :aiSO « 0t330Zj:SINa , 6f9-daXd3-01dSn:aAS « [aiuii m6!|/fea UJ3JSB3] lAid 9S:EI.:e 8003IH/6 IV QA3U , 03/31 30Vd 



ffffk 



Page 11 



WOODCOCK 
WASHBURN 



52. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 50, wherein the 
symbolic comprises a workflow representation of the business process service. 

53. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 50, wherein the 
saving step takes place in connection with compiling and deploying the business process service. 

54. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 50, wherein the 
business process service is implemented in a computer language that provides stored state 
information. 

55. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 50, wherein the 
debugging command is a break point. 

56. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 50, wherein the 
debugging command is a request for data regarding an instance of the business process service. 

57. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 56, wherein the 
runtime data is state information. 

58. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 46, wherein the 
method further comprises detecting a location where the instance is being processed. 

59. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 46. wherein the 
method further comprises detecting a location where an instance state is being stored. 
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60. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable storage medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method for displaying on a display device a graphical 
debugging environment for a business process service, the method comprising: 

obtaining design information about the business process service; 

obtaining configuration information about the business process service; 

generating a symbolic representation of the operation of the business process service 
according to the design information and configuration information; and 

displaying on the display device a graphical debugging environment showing the 
symbolic representation. 

6 1 . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 60, wherein the 
method further comprises receiving runtime data for the business process service and presenting 
the runtime data on the display device. 

62. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 6 1 , wherein the 
runtime data comprises message flow information. 

63. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 60, wherein the 
graphical debugging environment enables a user to place a breakpoint in the symbolic 
representation of the operation of the business process service. 

64. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 60, the symbolic 
representation comprising symbols, wherein the graphical debugging environment also displays 
information about the symbols. 
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65. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 60, wherein the 
method further comprises receiving input from an input device to place a break point proximate a 
symbol, and presenting a symbol representing the break point on the symbolic representation. 
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REMARKS 



Previous Remarks 

The Office Action withdrew previous rejections, but asserts new grounds of rejection. Even 
so, the Examiner made the Office Action final. While the Office Action alleges that Applicants' 
previous remarks are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection, Applicants point out that their 
previous remarks are not moot because the Office Action rej ects 35 of the 62 claims based in part 
on combinations involving the Roxburgh reference. Applicants' previous remarks pointed out that 
Roxburgh teaches away from the claimed subject matter, which means that it cannot be combined 
with other references to try to overcome the teaching away. Specifically, Applicants said: 

Roxburgh teaches away from the claimed subject matter . . . Roxburgh, § "Debugging 
Components in Schedules" at p. 16 ("schedules themselves can't be loaded into a visual 
environment and debugged."); Roxburgh, § "Debugging Schedules" at p. 14 ("Microsoft BizTalk 
Server does not provide a graphical debugging facility for orchestration schedules. However, 
remember that orchestration schedules represent a different kind of executable process from 
traditional short-lived synchronous processes, so the traditional debugging model alone is not 

effective When the orchestration schedule is compiled and then executed, typically multiple 

instances of the schedule will be initiated as individual (long-running) executable processes."). 

"A reference may be said to teach away when a person of ordinary skill, upon reading the 
reference, would be discouraged from following the path set out in the reference, or would be led 
in a direction divergent from the path that was taken by the applicant." In re Gurley, 27 F.3d 551, 553 
(Fed. Cir., 1994). 

Clearly, since Microsoft personnel such as Roxburgh thought it was not possible, a 
person of ordinary skill would be discouraged from the claimed subject matter. This disclosure 
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in Roxburgh teaching away from the claimed invention cannot be ignored because each "prior art 
reference must be considered in its entirety, i.e., as a whole, including portions that would lead 
away from the claimed invention." M.PJE.P. § 2141.02 VI. "It is improper to combine 
references where the references teach away from their combination." M.P.E.P. § 2145 X.D.2. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that their prior remarks are not moot in view of 
the new grounds of rejection and should have been considered by the Examiner. 

Rejection of Claims 1-20 and 23-25 under 35 UJS.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-20 and 23-25, including independent claims 1 and 12, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over (1) "BizTalk Orchestration: Transactions, Exceptions, and 
Debugging," Feb. 2001, authored by Roxburgh (hereinafter referred to as ''Roxburgh") in 
combination with either or both: (2) U.S. Patent No. 7,051,316, issued to Charisius et al. (hereinafter 
referred to as "Charisius"); and (3) "BizTalk Unleashed," 1 st ed., Feb. 2002, authored by Adams et 
al {hereinafter referred to as "Adams"). (Office Action, pp. 3-18). Applicants respectfully traverse 
the rejections. 

The citations made to the references in the Office Action either do not disclose what the 
Office Action says they do or they actually teach away from the claimed subject matter. 

First, in Charisius, the Office Action points to passages with keywords. However, the 
substance of those passages does not teach or suggest the claimed subject matter, e.g., "displaying a 
symbolic representation of the operation of the business process service based on the stored state 
information [e.g. runtime datal ; and . . . remotely debugging the business process service using 
the symbolic representation . . . and stored state information ." Claim 1. 

In response to this subject matter in claim 1, the Office Action cites column 28, line 48 to 
column 29, line 3 for the word "symbol" then skips to Figure 24 and column 26, lines 59-64 for the 
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words "state" and "events" then skips to Figure 61 for the word "debug" and then column 38, lines 
8-10 for the word "remote." Keywords or not, the substance of these citations does not teach or 
suggest the substance of claim 1 . 

Looking at Figure 24 and the cited paragraph in column 28, it is very clear that it is not "a 
symbolic representation of the operation of the business process service based on the stored state 
information [e.g. runtime data] To begin with, there are no symbols representing 
operations/steps carried out by the process, i.e., "a symbolic representation of the operation of the . . 
. process." The so-called "graphical representation of the source code" is a textual list. The so- 
called "symbols" only indicate the method types that the textual list falls under. There is no 
"symbolic representation of the operation of [a] business process." The meaning of the terms used 
in Charisius is not the same as claimed. 

Furthermore, the so-called graphical representation and symbols, even if they were a 
"symbolic representation of the operation of [a] business process," are not based on stored state 
information. Charisius does not even contemplate that. Nonetheless, the Office Action tries to 
make up for that lack of disclosure by citing to a mere mention that the textual list can include a 
state management callback method used to tell an EntityBean "when certain events are to occur." 
This statement about what a listed method can do does not magically translate Figure 24 into a 
symbolic representation of a process based on stored state information (e.g. actual runtime data). 
Charisius' displayed information does not even include stored state information, let alone show a 
symbolic representation constructed from such information. The citations are empty, cited only for 
their mention of keywords. A proper rejection must be based on actual disclosure of substance, not 
a mere cobbling together of keywords such as "state" here, "symbol" there. 

Since there is no symbolic representation of a process based on stored state information, 
there is also no remote debugging that relies on a symbolic representation of process operation and 
stored state information. Figures 60 and 6 1 show the debugging user interface and it does not 




Page 16 



d 1,2:20 80 n dss 



tO-60:(ss-uiw) NOIlVana « :aiSO « 0t330Zj:SINa , 6f9-daXd3-01dSn:aAS « [aiuii m6!|/fea UJ3JSB3] lAid 9S:EI.:e 8003IH/6 IV QA3U , 03/81 30Vd 



include a symbolic representation of process operation, let alone one based on stored state 
information (e.g. runtime data). It is observed that Hie Office Action does not offer any citation as 
allegedly disclosing "remotely debugging the business process service using the symbolic 
representation . . . and stored state information ." An alleged partial disclosure by Charisius is 
obviously not enough to even make a prima facie rej ection. And this is just the end of the first point 
proving the rejection to be without merit 

Second, as pointed out in previous remarks, Roxburgh teaches away from the claimed 
subject matter of claims 1-7 and 9-11. See, e.g., Roxburgh, § "Debugging Components in 
Schedules" at p. 16 ("schedules themselves can't be loaded into a visual environment and 
debugged."); Roxburgh, § "Debugging Schedules" at p. 14 ("Microsoft BizTalk Server does not 
provide a graphical debugging facility for orchestration schedules. However, remember that 
orchestration schedules represent a different kind of executable process from traditional short- 
lived synchronous processes, so the traditional debugging model alone is not effective 

When the orchestration schedule is compiled and then executed, typically multiple instances of 
the schedule will be initiated as individual (long-nmning) executable processes."). 

"A reference may be said to teach away when a person of ordinary skill, upon reading the 
reference, would be discouraged from following the path set out in the reference, or would be Led 
in a direction divergent from the path that was taken by the applicant." In re Gurley, 27 F.3d 551, 553 
(Fed. Cir., 1994). 

This disclosure in Roxburgh teaching away from the claimed subject matter cannot be 
ignored because each "prior art reference must be considered in its entirety, i.e., as a whole, 
including portions that would lead away from the claimed invention." M.P.E.P. § 2141.02 VI. 
"It is improper to combine references where the references teach away from their combination." 
M.P.E.P. § 2145 X.D.2. 
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It is improper for the Office Action to ignore the part of Roxburgh that teaches away 
from the claimed subject matter in favor of part of a different reference. To ignore this teaching 
away in Roxburgh is to fail to read Roxburgh as a whole and to use improper hindsight of the 
claimed subject matter. 

The foregoing remarks apply equally well to each of claims 1-20 and 23-25. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Rejection of Claims 40. 41. 43-45. 60. 61 and 63-65 under 35 U.S.C. S 102(b) 

Claims 40, 41 , 43-45, 60, 61 and 63-65, including independent claims 40 and 60, are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Charisius. (Office Action, pp. 18-23). 
Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

The foregoing remarks apply equally well here. The Office Action makes the same citation 
against claim 40 that is made against claim 1 . Claims 40 and 60 say, "generating a symbolic 
representation of the operation of the business process service according to the design 
information ["about the business process service"] and tracking [or "configuration"] information 
["about execution of the business process service"]; and displaying ... a graphical debugging 
environment showing the symbolic representation." 

The Office Action cites the same portions of Charisius cited against claim 1, i.e., column 
28, line 46 to column 29, line 3; Figure 24 and column 26, lines 59-64 of Charisius. As 
previously pointed out, these citations fall far short Nowhere does Charisius disclose a symbolic 
representation of the operation of a process, let alone a symbolic representation constructed from 
both design and execution information. The citations are obviously based on keywords alone 
and do not remotely convey the substance of the claimed subject matter. Therefore, the citations 
and the arguments they are made for are without merit. 
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Independent claims 40 and 60, as well as the claims that depend on them are clearly 
patentable over Charisius. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Rejection of Claims 26-35, 37-39, 42, 46-59. and 62 under 35 U.S.C. $ 103 Ya) 

Claims 26-35, 37-39, 42, 46-59 and 62, including independent claims 26 and 46, are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Charisius in view of Adams and, in the case of 
claims 27-35 and 37-39, Roxburgh. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

The foregoing remarks apply equally well here. The Office Action makes the same citation 
against claims 26 and 46 that is made against claims 1 , 12, 40 and 60. Claims 26 and 46 say, 
"generating ... a symbolic representation of the business process service based on a correlation 
of information about the design and execution of the business process service" 

The Office Action cites the same portions of Charisius cited against claims 1, 12, 40 and 
60, i.e., column 28, line 46 to column 29, line 3; Figure 24 and column 26, lines 59-64 of 
Charisius. As previously pointed out, these citations fall far short. Nowhere does Charisius 
disclose a symbolic representation of the operation of a process, let alone a symbolic 
representation constructed from both design and execution information. The citations are 
obviously based on keywords alone and do not remotely convey the substance of the claimed 
subject matter. 



